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The king resides in the western part. In their tongue he
is called Ilek and also Bak. This western part extends to
the length of a parasang and is surrounded by a wall, but
the buildings in it are few and far between. Now their
edifices are huts made of felt, with a few exceptions which
are made of mud. They have market-places and baths.
Many Mohammedans are found there ; indeed, there are
said to be more than ten thousand of them in the town, and
they have thirty mosques. The king's palace is at a distance
from the bank of the river and is built of baked bricks. No
other person besides him is privileged to dwell in a house
made of bricks, for the king will not suffer it. In the wall
there are four gates, of which one leads to the river, and
another to the desert, beyond the fields of the city.
" Their king Is a Jew, and he is said to have four thousand
retainers attached to his person.   The Khazars themselves,
however, are Mohammedans and Christians.    Idolaters are
also found among them.    The fewest numerically in the
country are the Jews, though the king himself is of their
number.    The most numerous are the Mohammedans and
the  Christians ;    nevertheless  the  king  and   his  retainers
profess the Jewish religion.   In the manners of the idolaters
the most noticeable feature is that they prostrate themselves
in token of reverence for each other, and observe certain
sacred ordinances according to customs which differ from
the religion of the Mohammedans, Jews,  and  Christians.
The   king's   standing   army   consists   of twelve   thousand
soldiers, of whom as soon as one is dead another is enlisted
in his place, nor is their number ever diminished.    Their
pay is neither large nor frequent; indeed, what they get is
very little, and even that at long intervals, when either a
war is to be waged by them or some calamity has occurred,
on account of which they are mustered.
" The public revenues of the kingdom of the Khazars
are derived either from the customs or from tithes levied
on merchandise, and these dues, in accordance with their
institutions, are levied on every highway, sea, and river.
Land taxes are also collected from the inhabitants of villages
and districts on every sort of food, drink, and other things,
so far as is necessary.